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Preface

The Words-Worth series of English Reader is specially structured for young 
learners. The books cover all the essentials of English Grammar and are primarily 
multi-skilled course books that focus on a holistic approach and are designed to 
develop linguistic competence.

The aim of this series has been to provide Learner Centric Education with emphasis 
on the young learners� needs and interests. Our objective throughout the series has 
been to develop students� basic ability to appreciate English through a creative and 
innovative approach.

The Reader series presents a blend of integrated literary and communicative 
methods of studying the English language. This will help the students develop 
the basic skills to comprehend a language other than their mother tongue and give 
them tools to express themselves con�dently, thereby developing their listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills. The series encourages students to foster a 
positive attitude towards communicating in English.

The books in this series highlight the basic phonetic structure and its usage for 
communication and expression. The exercises at the culmination of each topic are 
meant to teach and not to test the ability of students. They have been designed to 
urge students to develop a sense of inquiry and ability to think from more than a 
single point of view. The entire course material encourages the learners to formulate 
and express their own ideas and offers ample scope for creativity.

We are grateful to the Editorial Team of the Avichal Publishing Company for 
giving us this opportunity of giving shape to our ideas and for reaching out to 
students. This series could not have achieved its objective without their support.

Suggestions for the improvement of the book are always welcome.
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COMPREHENSION

 On the basis of your understanding of the story, answer the following questions:

 1. Write the names of the Pandavas.

 2. Against whom did the Pandavas lose in the game of dice?

 3. What were the terms and conditions of the game of dice that the two 
sets of cousins had played?

 4. Write one special quality or skill of each of the Pandavas.

 5. What did Duryodhana and his aides do to trouble King Virata?

 6. What did Uttar Kumar, the crown prince, do during the battle and why?

 7. Who saved the day for King Virata�s army and how?

 Complete the table given below:

 Name New Name Occupation

 1.  Yudhishthira ................................ ................................

 2.  ................................ ................................ cook

 3.  ................................ Brihannala ................................

 4.  Nakula ................................ ................................

 5.  ................................ Tantipala ................................

 6.  ................................ ................................ chief maidservant 
   to the queen

 Find antonyms from the story for each of the following words:

 1. won × l���������. 4. save × s���������

 2. entering × l�������. 5. conceal × r�������..

 3. displease × p������.. 6. weak × p��������..

A

B

C
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LANGUAGE STRUCTURE

Using Dictionary

 Find meanings of the following words from the dictionary:

 1. fascinated : ��������������

 2. oppressed : ��������������

 3. hoax : ��������������

 4. chuckle : ��������������

 5. impulsive : ��������������

 6. gesture : ��������������

Spell Well

 Read the words given in the box carefully. Practice their spellings by �lling in 
the missing letters.

etiquette strengthen recommend enthusiasm

gorgeous environmentalists enormous pronunciation

 1. r � � o � � e � �

 2. � � v i � � n � � n � � l i � � �

 3. p � � � u � � i � � � o �

 4. � � � q � � t � �

 5. � � r e � � t h � �

 6. � o � � � o � �

 7. � � � h � s i � � m

 8. � � o � m o � �

A

B
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GRAMMAR GLEE

Parts of Speech

 Name the eight parts of speech.

2. ...........................................

1. ...........................................

3. ...........................................

6. ...........................................

5. ...........................................

7. ...........................................

4. ........................................... 8. ...........................................

 Identify the parts of speech of the coloured words in the following sentences:

 1. Hari and Vijay are brothers. ..........................

 2. She gave me sweet mangoes. ..........................

 3. Mary is on leave because she had to go out of town. ..........................

 4. The children jumped on the trampoline. ..........................

 5. The sun shines brightly. ..........................

 6. There is a cockroach in the cupboard. ..........................

 7. Akash and Ambar play cricket. ..........................

 8. Oh no! The sparrow is dead. ..........................

A

B
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ARTICLES

We know that �a� and �an� are called inde�nite articles as they do not specify a 
particular noun.

�The� is called a de�nite article as it is used before the names of de�nite things 
such as the mountains, rivers, seas, newspapers and holy books. It is also used 
with the things that are only one of a kind, e.g., the sun.

Some more uses of �The� are:

1.  It is used for a countable noun only if the noun has already been 
mentioned before. 
For example: A girl was carrying a balloon. The balloon burst.

2.  It is used with a noun representing a class. 
For example: The cow is a gentle animal.

3.  It is used before a noun to show a person�s rank, title or profession. 
For example: The Principal/The doctor

4.  It shows a quality. 
For example: The brave soldier fought bravely.

 Complete the following passage using appropriate articles, wherever necessary:

 As ............ boy watched, ............ horse turned into ............ unicorn. It 

galloped away into ............ bushes. We searched for it all night.

 In ............ morning, ............ student, on his way to ............ university 

informed us that ............ animal had been seen on ............ outskirts of 

town.

 We dashed out into ............ bright sunshine. ............ sight that greeted 

us was breathtaking. ............ mare stood in ............ shade of ............ 

tree and alongside stood the cutest little foal we had ever seen. It was 

no ordinary foal � it was ............ unicorn.

C
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